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SUBJ:CONTINUING STUDENT UNREST 

1 . WAR OF NERVES BETWEEN STUDENTS AND GOVERNMENT THAT 
CLOSED SOME LYCEES IN DECEMBER (NIAMEY 5103) HAS INTENSIFIED 
RECENTLY WITH LARGE NUMBERS OF STUDENTS IN MANY SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AND AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NIAMEY REFUSING TO RETURN TO CLASSES AFTER CHRISTMAS 
RECESS JANUARY 3. 

2. AS OF JANUARY 5, MOST SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN NIAMEY AS 
WELL AS THOSE IN MARADI AND ZINDER PLUS UNIVERSITY WERE 
EMPTY. STUDENT ACTION HAS SO FAR BEEN PASSIVE, BOYCOTTING 
CLASSES BUT NOT MOUNTING DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST GOVERNMENT. 
HOWEVER, STORIES OF ARRESTS, ROUGH TREATMENT OF STUDENTS 
AND THEIR CONFINEMENT TO MILITARY CAMPS AS WELL AS CIRCU- 
LATION OF CLANDESTINE TRACTS ATTACKING PRESIDENT 
KOUNTCHE AND EDUCATION MINISTER IDRISSA AROUNA 

HAVE BEEN MAKING ROUNDS IN PAST FEW DAYS. THE 
GOVERNMENT'S TACTICS SEEM TO BE TO ISOLATE AND 
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INTIMIDATE INDIVIDUAL STUDENTS WHILE COUNT ING ON 
MAJORITY TO STRAGGLE BACK TO CLASSES ON THEIR OWN. 

GOVERNMENT HAS NOT PUBLICIZED LATEST UNREST AND 
THERE HAVE BEEN NO REFERENCES TO IT IN RADIO OR 
PRESS. IT APPARENT, HOWEVER, THAT STUDENT ACTION 
IS WIDESPREAD AND FAIRLY WELL COORDINATED, FUELED BY 
RESENTMENT AT KOUNTCHE'S TOUGH LINE AGAINST STUDENTS 
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IN DECEMBER 18 SPEECK (NIAMEY 5599), GOVERNMENT'S 
PERMANENT CLOSING OF TWO LYCEES IN WAKE OF STUDENT 
INCIDENTS LAST MONTH, AND A CONTINUING FRUSTRATION 
WITH WHAT ARE PERCIEVIED AS HARSH AND HIGH-HANDED 
ATTITUDES OF MILITARY TOWARD CIVILIANS IN GENERAL. 

3. MOST CURIOUS ASPECT OF AFFAIR IS GOVERNMENT'S 
UNCHARACTERISTICALLY LOW-KEY REACTION TO WHAT COULD BE 
SERIOUS CHALLENGE TO ITS AUTHORITY, SUGGESTING BOTH 
SURPRISE ON ITS PART THAT STUDENTS ARE PROVING SO 
OBDURATE AND A REALIZATION THAT FURTHER REPRESSIVE 
MEASURES COULD BE COUNTERPORDUCTIVE. ONE KEY FACTOR 

IN EQUATION IS PRESTIGE OF EDUCATION MINISTER IDRISSA 
AROUNA-ALSO MINISTER OF DEFENSE, CLEARLY NO. 2 
FIGURE IN SUPREME MILITARY COUJCIL, AND A PRIME 
GUARANTOR OF KOUNTCHE’S POWER BASE IN THE ARMY-- 
WHO IS GENERALLY CONSIDERED TO HAVE AUTHORED TOUGH 
STANCE TOWARD STUDENTS IN DECEMBER AND IS APPARENTLY 
THE BRUNT OF MUCH OF STUDENTS' DISSATISFACTION. 

4. STUDENTS WOULD SEEM TO HAVE LITTLE TO GAIN AND A 
LOT TO LOSE BY PROLONGING THEIR CHALLENGE. THUS 
CHANCES ARE THEY MAY START RETURNING TO CLASSES SOON 
IF FURTHER INCIDENTS CAN BE AVOIDED. HOWEVER, THEY 
HAVE ALREADY ACHIEVED A MODEST VICTORY IN HAVING BEEN 

ABLE TO SUSTAIN AND DRAMATIZE A PROTEST AGAINST REGIME AND HAVE 
PERHAPS SET PRECEDENT FOR OTHER CHALLENGES IN FUTURE. DAVISON 
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